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A special feature of the December journal issue is a round table
on the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group (CMAG) at 30.

Stuart Mole looks at the origins of CMAG in Mandela’s gift?
The strange birth of the Commonwealth’s watchdog.

From Mandate to Malaise? Farah Faizal examines the
effectiveness of CMAG in the case of The Maldives between
2009 and 2013.

Matthew Neuhaus takes the long view on CMAG thirty years
on.

In the December issue of the journal, Evan H. Potter of the University of Ottawa,
Canada, looks afresh at Canada-UK relations in a post-transatlantic world. 

Against the background of recent geopolitical upheavals – the UK’s exit from
the EU, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and a second Trump administration
alienating its closest allies – Potter argues that there is ‘a unique strategic
window for Ottawa and London to deepen their bilateral relationship’, in a way
he describes as ‘pursuing strategic pragmatism… tailored to an era of global
disorder’. 

ALSO FROM THE JOURNAL

Anslem Wongibeh Adunimay asks: can Artificial Intelligence promote good
health and well-being in Africa?

Matthieu Grandpierron examines No.10's Communications Strategy to
persuade the United States to support the UK during the Falklands Conflict
in 1982

Nicholas Idris Erameh and Uzezi H. Ologe look at the implications of the
emergence of the Association of Sahelian States for regional integration,
stability and development across Africa

Onyedikachi Madueke explores the post-1999 resurgence of the Biafra
movement in Nigeria

Rahul Jaybhay asks whether India is really multi-aligned, in an analysis of
India’s bilateral partnerships

Nikita Angelina Rao and Suresh Kumar Digumarthi examine the
securitisation of the Rohingya in India’s shifting refugee approach

AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT, SOUTH ASIAN SECURITY AND BRITISH DIPLOMACY
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Alongside its X (formerly Twitter) feed, the Round Table has launched a new LinkedIn page.
Curated by Ben Carson, this will provide posts about the latest Commonwealth news and events,
as well as the latest content from the journal and website, information about the journal’s prizes,
calls for papers, and other journal-related activities.

RT LAUNCHES NEW LINKEDIN PAGE

RT OPINIONS
As always, the issue is packed with opinion pieces that cover a wide range of
topics and issues as follows :

Responding to a revelation by the journalist Valentine Low, Michael Nazir-
Ali asks: was the Queen a Remainer or Leaver?

Neil Balchin reflects on the 2025 Commonwealth Trade Ministers Meeting
and its defence of fair, inclusive and rules-based global trade

Talha Latief Tantray underscores the internet vulnerabilities and emerging
geopolitical risks highlighted by the Red Sea undersea cable disruptions

Aminur Rahman argues for the need to rethink the securitisation of
climate-induced migration from the Global South

Collette Herzenberg-Schulz argues for electoral reform in South Africa in
examining lessons from South Africa’s PR elections

Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith and Elena Frogameni look at the 2025 elections in
Guyana and Cameroon respectively.

Shubhi Bhargava, Arun Sharma and Aditya Kumar Shukla suggest that
the silent struggles of domestic workers constitute a human rights crisis for
the Commonwealth

For the full selection of opinion pieces, visit the journal website here.

JAMES MAYALL (1937-2025)

James Mayall, a much-loved and much-valued member of the editorial board of
The Round Table: The Commonwealth Journal of International Affairs and Policy
Studies for almost thirty years, died on 5 November 2025, aged 88. 

He was Professor of International Relations at the London School of Economics
and then inaugural Sir Patrick Sheehy Professor of International Relations at
Cambridge  University.  

He published widely, with a particular focus on the international relations of
African states; relations between the West and the Global South;
intergovernmental institutions; the role of nationalism; and the resurgence since
the end of the Cold War of ethnic, national, and religious conflicts. He was elected
a fellow of the British Academy in 2001. Read our full tribute here.

RT AWARDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 

HARRY HODSON ESSAY PRIZE
The deadline for submissions for the Harry Hodson Prize is 31 December. This is an essay prize open to anyone
aged under 30 and a registered student on 31 December, awarded for an essay of between 1,000 and 2,000
words on any topic relating to the contemporary Commonwealth, or a region or country within the
Commonwealth. The prize consists of £1,000 and publication of the winning article in the journal.

For details of past winners see here.
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FROM THE ARCHIVE

SELECTED EVENTS

COMMONWEALTH PEOPLE’S FORUM 2026
The next Commonwealth People’s Forum will take place in November 2026 in
Antigua and Barbuda.  The People’s Forum has been a central part of the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) for decades, providing
a unique opportunity for Commonwealth citizens to engage directly with each
other; to celebrate shared values and diverse cultures; to interact with leaders;
and to participate in shaping both policy and practice.  The 2026 Forum will focus
on the challenges and opportunities in delivering people-centred governance
across the Commonwealth, exploring some of the most urgent issues of our time
—climate justice, health justice and freedom of expression—and centring the
plight of small and vulnerable states, women and young people. You can register
your interest or find out more here.

Also in the December issue:

Derek McDougall reviews So you want to own Greenland? Lessons from the Vikings to
Trump by Elizabeth Buchanan

Tamsin Deasey-Weinstein reviews Learning, Digital Skills and the Global South by
Jeffrey James

Jo Beall’s extraordinary novel Meadowlands Dawn, based on her experience as a
political prisoner in South Africa, is reviewed by Heather Hughes

Aurif Muzafar and Raheel Bashir review the Routledge Handbook of Critical Kashmir
Studies edited by Mona Bhan, Haley Duschinski and Deepti Misri

John Elliott reviews Shattered Lands: Five Partitions and the Making of Modern Asia by
Sam Dalrymple

For the full selection of book reviews, visit the journal website here or read the
Commonwealth Bookshelf here.
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RT BOOK REVIEWS

FROM THE WEBSITE
THE CASE FOR A STRATEGY ON REPARATORY JUSTICE
On the new-look Round Table website, website editor Debbie Ransome reports on a
lecture by Sir Hilary Beckles, vice-chancellor of the University of the West Indies and
chair of the Caribbean Reparations Commission, on ‘The Coming Enlightenment:
Reparations Now for Tomorrow’. 

The lecture took place at Senate House, University of London, on 17 November, and was
organised by the Institute of Commonwealth Studies. In his lecture – and in the
discussion, for which he was joined by the chairs of the Bahamas, Grenada, and
Guyana national reparations committees – Sir Hilary gave a powerful argument for
reparatory justice as beneficial to both sides, against the background of the deep
intertwining of the histories of Britain and the Caribbean.

RHODESIA AND THE COMMONWEALTH
On 11 November 1965, the white settler minority regime in Rhodesia issued 
a Unilateral Declaration of Independence from Britain. In the next issue of the Round
Table journal Leonard Beaton published an editorial, ‘A Policy for Rhodesia’,
describing the move as ‘disastrously wrong’. 

Beaton took a much harder line that the UK government of the time, arguing for the
imposition of direct rule by the UK as a transition to a new multiracial constitution. In
effect this is what happened in 1979-80, but not before a long and bitter armed
conflict and deep divisions in the Commonwealth.
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